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Alicia has four friends, and her 
friends are great, but when she 
decides to throw a best friends 
party, they ail want to know which 
one of them is her best friend. Is it 
Mitchell, Charlotte, Henry, Lucy, or 
Alicia’s dog, Neptune? They say she 
has to choose, but Alicia doesn’t 
know who to pick. How can she 
when each one of them is uniquely 
special to her? With characteristic 
emotional honesty and a little 
creativity, Alicia finds her own 
wonderful way of solving the happy 
dilemma of being blessed with not 
one, but many best friends. 
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I am Alicia. This is my dog, Neptune. 
I have four friends. 
My friends are great. 


Charlotte paints beautiful pictures. 


Lucy finds the most interesting bugs. 
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I decide to have a party. 
J hand out invitations one by one. - 


“What kind of party is this?” Mitchell asks. 
“It’s a best friends party,” I say. 

“But who is your best friend?” Charlotte asks. 
“Yeah, who?” Henry says. 

“You have to pick,” says Lucy. 

“Woof!” says Neptune. 
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“But I don’t know who to pick,” I say. 
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“Pick me,” says Mitchell. 
“Pick me,” says Charlotte. 
“Pick me,” says Henry. 
“Pick me,” says Lucy. 
“Woof!” says Neptune. 
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I miss Lucy. 


When I pick Henry, 
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And when I pick Lucy, I miss Mitchell again. 
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“T give up!” Tshout. 
Neptune and I go off by o 
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urselves. 
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We turn cartwheels 
and roll down the hill. 
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I draw a picture in the dirt. Neptune ruins it. 
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“Neptune, you’re my best f 
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~ “Who?” they all ask. 
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“Mitchell,” I say, “is my best soccer friend. 
Charlotte is my best painting friend. 
Henry is my best funny friend. 

Lucy is my best bug-finding friend. 

And Neptune is my best dog friend!” 
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I am Alicia. I have five friends. 
My friends are the best! 


Alicia Has a Bad Day 
“Crackles with a unique voice. . . . Strong 
color paired with powerful directional 
brushstrokes instantly creates a kind of 
emotional shorthand underlying each page 
of text.” 

— Maine in Print 


“A story about how the smallest gesture 
can turn a rotten day into one that’s not 
quite so bad... . The zany illustrations 
suit the amusingly outraged tone of the 
text. Funny and original.” 

— Kirkus Reviews 


Simon and Molly Plus Hester 
“Modeling the best that friendship can be, 
these three playmates set a fine example 
of sharing and caring.” 

— Booklist 


“Both story and illustrations capture a 
child’s misgivings about change and being 
left out.” 

— School Library Journal 


Missing Molly 
“It is the sweet sincerity of Simon’s sur- 
prise when Molly unmasks herself and the 
children’s subsequent declarations of true 
friendship that will touch kids most.” 

— Booklist 


My Friend and I 
“Childlike compositions in circus colors, 
applied with thick strokes, capture the 
winning earnestness and gleeful creativity 
of a schoolroom art project.” 

— Publishers Weekly 
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